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ALBERTA
EDUCATION

Office of the Minister
MLA, Calgary-Elbow

AR87144
December 15, 2014

Mr. Terry Riley

Board Chair

Medicine Hat School District No. 76
601 - 1 Avenue SW

Medicine Hat AB T1A 4Y7

Dear Mr. Riley:

The Government of Alberta is aware that our province’s increasing student population is putting pressure
on the education system. We have listened to the concerns of Albertans and responded with an
investment of $232.6 million over two years to plan 55 new schools and modernize 20 existing

schools. These projects are in addition to the 155 school projects underway or already completed,
creating more than 78,000 student spaces in total.

This is a significant undertaking - one that will require a co-operative and collaborative approach from all
stakeholders. While full approval of the latest projects is expected in the new year, we encourage you to
work closely with the ministries of Education and Infrastructure to ensure planning for your project(s)
begins as soon as possible, so that construction can begin immediately once full funding is in place.
School jurisdictions should consider using standardized designs to help expedite the process.

In order to help streamline processes and ensure school opening targets are met, Honourable Jim Prentice,
Premier of Alberta, created a four-member Ministerial Oversight Committee. As members of this
committec, we are dedicated to the progress of these projects. We will work with school boards,
municipalities and the construction industry to expedite permits and other approvals and to strengthen the
capacity to deliver these projects as quickly as possible. If and when concerns arise, we will work
diligently to facilitate movement.

Thank you for your co-operation and your ongoing commitment to Alberta’s students.

Sincerely,
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Gordon Dirks Manmeet S. Bhullar
Minister of Education Minister of Infrastructure
MLA, Calgary - Elbow MLA, Calgary ~ Greenway
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