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Alberta Government rolls out Phase 3 of
10-year capital plan for more schools

Alessonin looks - Best practices
for school design and planning

Edmonton Public Schools combat
challenges for a growing student population




Lessons LearneD:

DesiGNING FOR

TOMORROW

BY MELANIE FRANNER

Medicine Hat High School in Medicine Hat, Alberta

The fundamentals behind gettinga good  you learn them has changed significant-
education may have remained the same  ly. And like the fessons themselves, the
over the years, but the manner in which  institutions have also evolved.
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Stop by the Meriin Integrated baoth at the

AEFAA Conference to learn how you can
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and control airflow in your roaftop units.
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Architects have a double role to play
in today’s educational world. Not only
do they need to create a classroom en-
vironment that is conducive to learning,
they also need to do so in the broader
context of looking ahead to accommo-
date future needs.

“Today's schools require that archi-
tects be more aware and that they antici-
pate how and why the spaces are going
to be used,” states Mike Woodland, prin-
cipal, Marshall-Tictemore  Architects
(MTA)} Lid., Edmonton. “You have to
think about how the demographics may
change from year one to 10 years out
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to make sure that you've created spaces
that are flexible and adaptable enough”

Flexible and adaptable are instrumen-
tal to the designs of today's institutions.

“Requirements change slightly be-
tween school districts and between
principals, but lately we've seen a trend
for schools to have a large gathering
space that is usually near the front en-
trance, as well as small common areas
where anywhere from a couple to 10 stu-
dents can get together,’ says Janay Sten-
berg, intern architect, Ferrari Westwood
Babits Architects. “These flexible collab-
orative spaces, as we call them, are avail-
able to teachers or students throughout
the day”

Having common areas or even class-
rooms that are adaptable and flexible is
part and parcel of how schools are cur-
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Cardstan Elementary School in Cardston, Alberta.
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You still get dedicated classrooms, Call Sustaipabuild to identify reusable building materials and equipment, -
like science labs for example, but you as well as end-users beforeyourrenoﬁg{ion or demolition project begin_s,.ﬁ
also need to accommadate modulir A fast and eaSy method to reduce your costs of recycling and disposal,
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allowances for technology.

“Today'’s schools usually have Wi-Fj
throughout, but the classrooms typi-
cally need to accommodate other tech-
nology like smart boards, whiteboards
and touch screens)’ says Stenberg. “As
a result, these classrooms usually have encourages the practice of repurpasing valuable reusables. e\
a designated ‘teaching’ wall that can ac- : el SE

commodate the technology, regardless
of what type it is

Servicing your needs for:
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important elements include an abun- ] Sovedess e, Service / Repairs
dance of natural light and a new defini- COMMERCIAL and RESIDENTIAL
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The library used to sit at the heart of ] Edmonton, AB T6E 3A5 Spruce Grove, AB TT 385  academymechanical.com

the school.” says Stenberg. “Today, the
library is quite a bit smaller and usually
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PassinG cnraoes

Like the lessons being taught with-
in, the institutions themselves have
changed over time - opening up new
possibilities and creating the structural
flexibility needed to adapt to changing
needs. One thing for sure, the students
are reaping the rewards of a more effec-
tive environment, one that encourages
creativity and collaboration and, in the
process, helps build stronger leaders for
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tomorrow. +
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