k}(} ,/fﬁ 2 Deputy Minister

7th Floor, Commerce Place
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Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4L5
Canada

Telephone 780-427-3659
Fax 780-427-7733

ARYS5253

AUG 12 2015

Mr. Mark Davidson
Superintendent

Medicine Hat School District
601 - 1 Avenue SW
Medicine Hat AB TIA 4Y7

Dear Mr. Davidson:

Thank you for your July 20. 2016 letter regarding your concerns about the possible discontinuation of the
Southeast Regional Collaborative Service Delivery (RCSD) hold harmless funding in the fall of 2017.

RCSD promotes collaboration among the various partners. including Alberta IHealth Services. Human
Services. school authoritics and other community stakeholders. RCSD regional partners are expected to
work collaboratively to pool and share resources to provide streamlined. co-ordinated and cquitable
aceess o supports and services. Each RCSD region has the flexibility to determine and prioritize the
supports and services that are provided o meet regional and local needs. This includes exanmining the
services the RCSD region currently offers and reviewing if they require regional collaboration or il they
would be better provided through one of the collaborative partners.

As you are aware. hold harmless funding of $419.000 is currently being provided to the Southeast RCSD
group. This funding commenced in the 2014/20135 school year. for a three-vear period. to allow the region
to continue its transition to delivering the services established by vour region. The continuation of the
hold harmless funding will be reviewed prior to the 2017/2018 school vear.

Fhe RCSD formula is an allocation methodology to ensure equitable distribution of lunding across the
provinee. The formula is based on the Inclusive Education grant formula. which was developed and
endorsed by a stakeholder group that included school jurisdiction members. More than 75 per cent of the
grant is allocated on a per-student basis. while the rest is based on regional differential lactors. The
distance and sparsity differential component of the formula is only 1.12 per cent of the overall grant,
which is less than $700.000 provincially. Both the RCSIY and Inclusive Lducation grants have steadily
increased over the past four years,
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Fhe grant allocation formula is reviewed periodically and refined only afier following a rigorous
evidence-based process. IFyou have further questions regarding the allocation methodology. please
contact Daimen Tan. Director. School Finance Branch. at 780-122-0865 {toll-free in Alberta by first
dialing 310-0000) or daimen. tan i gov.ab.ca.

[ appreciate you taking the time to share your concems with me. I value your comments and will bring
them forward for discussion as we begin our Budget 2017 detiberations in the fall.

Sincercly,

Curtis Clarke. PhD
Deputy Minister
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